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Sunday, 31 January 2021
PPIS applauds MSF’s announcement of 2021 as the "Year of Celebrating SG Women"
____________________________________________________________________________
1. PPIS is heartened by the announcement made by Minister for Social and Family Development
(MSF), Mr Masagos Zulkifli, on dedicating 2021 as the "Year of Celebrating SG Women". This
movement goes beyond commemorating and recognising the contributions of women, past and
present to celebrating the myriad roles women in our community take on, and this deeply
resonates with the work PPIS continues to do.
2. PPIS believes that supporting women requires a holistic, multi-pronged approach that includes the
inculcation of good values and pro-gender equality mindsets from young, to championing the role
that education, advocacy, policies and legislation can play in further supporting the aspirations of
women and building resilient families.
3. Shaping mindsets towards gender equality is indeed a collective effort. From family upbringing, to
female and male role models, education, advocacy, policies and legislation, society as a whole is
responsible for the fair treatment of everyone – regardless of gender, race, religion and nationality.
It is imperative that values are ingrained from young to put a stop to unfair treatment towards girls
and women, to give them the confidence they need to grow as responsible individuals. This
ecosystem of support is fundamental as a catalyst to women’s development.
4. As the pioneering Muslim Women’s Association of almost 70 years, PPIS is dedicated to supporting
women holistically with our three core service areas – women, children and family services. PPIS
is grateful for the continued support and partnership with the government and community
partners over the years, inspiring change and driving collective action to uplift women and their
families.
5. Aligning to the #CelebratingSGWomen movement this year, PPIS through our 16 centres
islandwide, strives to support our Muslim women across the different phases of their lives, helping
them to nurture future-ready children and build resilient families towards an inclusive community
that supports their aspirations.
6. Through our Research and Engagement Department (RED), the “Online Conversations on Women
Development” was launched in December 2020, and was the first series of conversations targeted
at the local Muslim community to curate views and insights that help shape programmes, policies,
and legislation in Singapore to further progress our women, and our society.
7. Last year in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, PPIS also established the Women-in-Need (WIN)
fund to further enhance the support and assistance for our Muslim women to tide over these
difficult times. We hope to continue these efforts to our Muslim women and their families in the
evolving social landscape, and ensure that no one is left behind.
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8. As part of the Singapore Alliance of Women in Ageing (SAWA), PPIS also aims to continue its efforts
in bringing public attention to the gendered nature of ageing through ground-up initiatives and
conversations with national and community leaders to advocate on issues affecting elderly women
and their caregivers.

9. We invite the community to join us and show support for this collective movement. We look
forward to continue leveraging on this supportive ecosystem comprising of Muslim women and
men in our community, the government and community partners to build a strong foundation for
our families and a conducive environment promoting growth and progress for the household,
especially for women.
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