_MEDIA RELEASE_
Protecting Children Through Divorce: “I’m Ok (Am I?)” – Children of Divorce and Their
Environment
Saturday, 20 February 2021. Yesterday, PPIS As-Salaam Family Support Centre (As-Salaam)
organised its inaugural event of the year titled, “I’m Ok (Am I?)” – Children of Divorce and
Their Environment, for Muslim families undergoing divorce and community partners
providing support to divorcing couples. The webinar, attended by more than 200
participants, was officiated by Minister in the Prime Minister’s Office, Second Minister for
Education and Second Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dr Mohamad Maliki Bin Osman. It also
featured speakers such as Mdm Guy Ghazali, the first woman Senior President of the Syariah
Court, and Ustaz Muhammad Azri Azman, President of Muhammadiyah Association.
A recent landmark study by the Ministry of Social and Family Development (MSF) titled,
“Inter-generational Effects of Divorce on Children in Singapore” highlighted the long-lasting
impact of divorce on key areas of children’s lives. Early intervention for children when
couples file for divorce is thus crucial to alleviate the negative effects which children
experience post-divorce.
Minister in the Prime Minister’s Office, Second Minister for Education and Second Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Dr Mohamad Maliki Bin Osman said, “Going through a divorce is never
easy. The way we support and help families going through divorce must evolve to respond to
the changing profile of the couples. I am happy to share that PPIS As-Salaam is in the process
of reviewing its support programmes and conducting a needs assessment, which will delve
into how its support services can be more relevant to its current demographic of clients.
Through such efforts, the centre hopes to enhance its services to better serve the Muslim
community as it works towards building resilience among families and help them bounce
back, stronger than before.”
To improve child outcomes, the webinar covered ways in which parents can seek early
intervention to help children adjust to life after their parents' divorce. This involves adopting
positive co-parenting and a child-focused approach to the divorce process such that the
children’s welfare is preserved.
Reflecting on the role of PPIS in supporting divorcing/divorced families, PPIS President, Mdm
Hazlina Abdul Halim said, “Since its appointment as a DSSA in 2015, As-Salaam has seen its
cases gradually shifting from mainly emotional-related issues, to wider and more complex
issues ranging from co-parenting struggles to access matters, and custodial rights. Divorcerelated issues are further compounded by other multiple concerns including housing and
psychological wellbeing.
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As the only DSSA serving the Muslim community, PPIS As-Salaam works closely with
community partners and stakeholders such as Syariah and Family Court, to extend the
psycho-social support and services needed by our families.
PPIS too is stronger in our resolve to protect the interests of our children and to ensure they
have equal opportunities to attain their aspirations, just like their peers from intact families.
We look forward to working with families and community partners towards enhancing child
outcomes and building stronger families.”
One of the guest speakers, Ms Maisarah Abdul Malek, whose parents had undergone divorce
when she was younger, also shared her experience in adjusting to life post-divorce. She said,
“Every bitter start has a sweet ending. Through my experiences, I have realised that a
situation can get worse, only before it gets so much better.”
Ms Rabiatul Adawiyah Abdul Jabbar, a participant of the webinar, shared, “The webinar was
very insightful in helping us understand how we can provide support to those who are going
through a divorce and children who may struggle with sharing their emotions. I hope that
those who are going through a divorce recognise that it is okay to be vulnerable and to seek
help.”
Guest-of-Honour:
Dr Mohamad Maliki Bin Osman
Minister, Prime Minister’s Office
Second Minister for Education & Second Minister for Foreign Affairs
Event Details:
Date: Friday, 19 February 2021
Time: 7.30pm – 9.30pm
The event was held in English.
For media inquiries, please contact:
Deanna Nabilah (Corporate Communications)
O: 6744 0258
M: 9144 7476
E: deanna.misbahuddin@ppis.sg
About PPIS
Founded in 1952, PPIS (Persatuan Pemudi Islam Singapura or Singapore Muslim Women’s
Association) is a social service organisation focused on services for women, family and
children. Our focus is on working with women of all ages in carrying out their multiple roles
in society. PPIS runs three core community services namely; Family Services, Student Care and
Early Childhood Education (ECE).
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With 16 centres islandwide, the services work together to provide quality and holistic support
as well as developmental programmes for women and their families across the different
phases of their lives.
About PPIS As-Salaam
As-Salaam is a Specialist Centre with more than 25 years of experience in working with MalayMuslim single parent families. In 2015, As-Salaam achieved a new milestone by being
appointed as a Divorce Support Specialist Agency (DSSA) by the Ministry of Social and Family
Development (MSF). Through specialised training, our staff were further equipped with
knowledge and skills in handling divorce issues to provide the support needed for families
that have been divorced or are currently going through a divorce.
As a DSSA, we offer counselling and other programmes such as Parenting PACT and Children
in Between (CiB) for parents and their young children to better cope with the impact of
divorce and be aware of available resources in the community.
At As-Salaam, we believe that life is a journey – one that is full of tribulations. Each tribulation
provides for an opportunity and potential for families to grow from strength to strength.
When families are able to overcome these life challenges, they move on positively and
become stronger together.
For more information, please visit: https://ppis.sg/.
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