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3 March 2021

MEDIA RELEASE

To the Beat of Her Own Drum
Launch of Commemorative Book by Young Women in Leadership Dialogue (YWILD)
The Young Women in Leadership Dialogue (YWILD) returns this year to launch its very own
Commemorative Book titled, “Unprecedented – To the Beat of Her Own Drum”. Guest-ofHonour, President Halimah Yacob will be officiating the book launch at WeWork Funan on 6
March 2021.
As the first of its kind in the Malay/Muslim community, President Halimah Yacob has
contributed a foreword to the book, which is a meaningful contribution from the nation’s first
female President. She will also be delivering a keynote speech during the book launch. Also
opportune is the book will be launched just two days before International Women’s Day (IWD)
2021, coinciding with this year’s IWD 2021 campaign theme of ‘Choose to Challenge’1, and
in line with the ongoing "Celebrating SG Women" movement.2
The commemorative book features 20 young Malay/Muslim women, who overcame tough
odds and achieved success in various forms throughout their lives. The women hailed from
diverse backgrounds and occupations from musicians to media personalities, humanitarian
activists to hawker. Yet all exemplified traits of resilience, courage, commitment, and
compassion. The featured women were selected from an open call for nominations through
social media. Conceptualised, written and edited by a team of youth volunteers over 2 years,
the outcome is an anthology of positive narratives showcasing the varied meanings of success
and the diverse journeys these young women took to get there.
“It is with great honour that we now present this Unprecedented book celebrating the lives of
twenty young Malay/Muslim women who have each exhibited great resilience, courage,
compassion and commitment in the pursuit of excellence and progress for themselves and
their community. As Singapore dedicates 2021 as the year for “Celebrating SG Women”, this
book marks an important milestone for the community, and all the women who march to the
beat of their own drum,” said Ms Nadia Yeo and Ms Erliana Zaid, co-founders of YWILD.
1
2

internationalwomensday.com/About
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/2021-dedicated-as-the-year-of-celebrating-sg-women
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One such profile is 25-year-old Siti Nurhajah, who embodied the spirit of sacrifice when she
placed her teenage dream of becoming a nurse on hold, quit school and started working to
provide for her family on the verge of homelessness. When her financial situation stabilised,
Nurhajah went back to ITE to pursue nursing, 5 years after her first attempt, with a stronger
drive than ever. She emerged as ITE’s Valedictorian 2019, even attaining a perfect GPA a
year earlier in 2018.
35-year-old Islamic Studies-trained/Madrasah-trained Nur Aziemah uses her analytical
prowess to sieve through and monitor extremist and terrorism content online and offline, often
confronting gory and violent content with quiet courage. As Associate Research Fellow at the
International Centre for Political Violence and Political Terrorist at the Rajaratnam School of
International Studies (RSIS), Nur Aziemah’s commitment to her work contributes to making
Singapore safe not just for women but all.
“The personal stories of these young Malay/Muslim women not only serve as inspiration for
the Malay/Muslim community but to all young women in Singapore. This is MENDAKI Club’s
contribution to “Celebrating SG Women” in 2021. We are equally heartened by the
overwhelming support by our partners who have come forward to pledge support for a worthy
cause”, said Ms Faridah Mohd Saad, President, 10th Executive Committee, MENDAKI Club.
“PPIS, as the pioneering Muslim women’s organisation, aims to support our women across
the different phrases of their lives. We strive to collaborate with like-minded partners to
encourage our community to challenge mindsets and drive collective action to further our
women’s development. A supportive ecosystem, comprising Muslim women and men in our
community, the government and community partners, is fundamental to supporting the
aspirations of our women,” said Mdm Hazlina Abdul Halim, President of PPIS.
All proceeds raised from the books are pledged to Casa Raudha, the adopted charity for this
year’s YWILD. As an Institution of a Public Character (IPC), the Casa Raudha shelter provides
a safe haven for women and children from domestic violence, and a cause especially pertinent
during this COVID-19 pandemic.
To-date, MENDAKI Club has received book pledges amounting to more than 300 books
pledged at $25 dollars each, from Yayasan MENDAKI, PPIS, Casa Raudha, SMCCI Dewi,
MESRA, other community agencies and individual donors.
Members of the public can also choose
https://www.giving.sg/campaigns/ywildpledgeabook.
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We cordially invite your reporters, cameramen and photographers to lend coverage to the
event. The event details are as below and you may refer to the Annexes for programme outline
and event information.
Event Details:
Date: Saturday, 6 March 2021
Time: 9.30am - 11.30am
Venue: WeWork Funan, Level 4, 109 North Bridge Road,
Singapore 179097
Note: Media crew is encouraged to arrive at 8.30am for a
brief media recce.

Please confirm your attendance with Nurulhusnina at 8198 0182 / husnina.azhar@ppis.sg
and Siti Aisyah at 8183 4825 / sitiaisyah.ramli@mendaki.org.sg by 5pm on Friday, 5 March
2021.
For media inquiries, please contact:
Nurulhusnina Azhar
Corporate Communications Senior Executive, PPIS
M: 8198 0182
E: husnina.azhar@ppis.sg
Siti Aisyah Ramli
Communications Senior Executive, Yayasan MENDAKI
M: 8183 4825
E: sitiaisyah.ramli@mendaki.org.sg
Nuruljannah binte Hisham
Marcomms Director, MENDAKI Club
M: 9646 3449
E: Bintuhisham@gmail.com
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Annex A
Programme Outline
Sequence of Event
Media Recce (w President’s Office) [Optional]
Arrival of guests and nominees
Welcome remarks by Emcee
Speech by co-founders YWILD: Nadia Yeo and Erliana Zaid
Speech by MENDAKI Club President: Faridah Sa’ad
Drum Therapy
Arrival of President Halimah Yacob
At Drop-off area, Level 1 Funan, North Bridge Road Entrance
10.10am
Keynote Speech by President
10.20am
Launch of YWILD Commemorative Book
Presentation of YWILD Commemorative Book to President
10.30am
Group Photo with President
10.40am
Poetry Recitation
10.45am
Photo Exhibition Gallery / Book Sale
10.50am
Meet & Greet Session with YWILD nominees featured in the
Commemorative Book
11am
President to take her leave
11am to 11.30am Interview opportunities with YWILD nominees and event organisers
11.30am
End of Event
Time
8.30am
9am
9.30am
9.35am
9.40am
9.45am
10am
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Annex B
Information on Young Women In Leadership Dialogue (YWILD)
Young Women in Leadership Dialogue – YWILD brings together a panel of women who
have been bringing change to their respective fields or industries and seeks to examine and
celebrate the aspirations of young women in our community. It is hoped that through the
conversation, young women will be encouraged to be change makers of the future, and
inspired to take charge of their lives and lead in excellence in their respective endeavours.
The dialogue provides a forum to discuss issues that are truly reflective of young women's
demographic or uncertainties that they may have in navigating life’s choices.
The platform was first launched in 2015 and is a biennial collaborative effort between
MENDAKI Club (MClub) and the Singapore Muslim Women's Organisation (PPIS). Dialogues
typically feature partners such as the National Youth Council, Raffles Girls Secondary, the
Fulbright Fellowship Program, Band of Doodlers, and more. We received very positive
feedback from the participants for the first iteration and are delighted to keep bringing the
platform back biennially.

Information on YWILD Book Launch
In 2021, YWILD will be releasing a book titled, Unprecedented: to the beat of her own drum.
The release of the book is especially timely as 2021 has been declared the Year of Celebrating
SG Women. The book profiles 20 stories of a diverse range of young women from the
Malay/Muslim community who have each attained or exhibited success in its varied forms and
meanings in their lives. The stories are entirely written by youth volunteers and their
compilation will be the first such showcase of strength among women, particularly young
women, from this community. The stories in the book are also encouraging in this COVID-19
pandemic as it reminds us that there are many different paths to success and that hardships
are but a phase in life. Ultimately, each young woman in the book has led her life to the beat
of her own drum.
All photographs taken in the book are produced by Zakaria Zainal, photographer for the
National Day Parade, Singapore, and other photography exhibitions that showcase minority
communities. The cover for the book was specially designed by Leong Sijun, a talented
special-needs youth who has produced artworks for Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and
international stars like David Beckham.
Only 500 copies of the book will be made available at the outset. All proceeds from the sale
of the book will be donated to Casa Raudha, an IPC-status charity that supports women and
children who have experienced domestic violence
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Annex C
Information on Event Co-Organisers

MENDAKI Club, or MClub, is a community of Malay/Muslim young professionals and students
who are engaged in affairs concerning the community, Singapore and the world. We engage
in strategic youth development initiatives and participate actively in discussions on current
developments in the local and global arena. We also strive to build bridges within the
Malay/Muslim community, and between our community and other communities, to promote
mutual understanding and cooperation. Programmes under the Young MENDAKI Club (YMC)
are specifically catered for secondary school students.
MClub was launched in 2000 by then-DPM Lee Hsien Loong and constantly seeks new and
interested individuals to be part of its community. As a registered society and affiliated to the
Malay/Muslim Self-Help Group Yayasan MENDAKI, the activities and programmes of MClub
are largely organised and run by volunteers from a wide range of professions and
backgrounds.
For more information, please visit: https://mendakiclub.org.sg/.

Founded in 1952, PPIS (Persatuan Pemudi Islam Singapura or Singapore Muslim Women’s
Association) is a non-profit organisation focused on services for women, family and children.
PPIS is dedicated to working with women of all ages in carrying out their multiple roles in
society. We run three core community services namely Family Services, Student Care and
Early Childhood Education (ECE).
With 16 centres islandwide, the services work seamlessly to provide quality and holistic
support, as well as developmental programmes for women and their families across the
different phases of their lives.
For more information, please visit: http://www.ppis.sg.
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Annex D
Information on Commemorative Book

Book Published By:

Beneficiary of Event:

Casa Raudha Women Home, which is part of Casa Raudha Ltd, means Home of Tranquility.
It was officially registered and gazetted on 27th February, 2008 and is an Institution of Public
Character (IPC). Its vision is to be "A Haven for Positive Change and New Beginnings for
Mistreated Women." Its mission is to "Provide shelter and care for the abused and homeless
women and to empower them to be confident and self-reliant."
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Book Cover:
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