_MEDIA RELEASE_
PPIS and SMCCI collaborate to upskill and support aspiring women entrepreneurs

Singapore, Thursday, 22 July 2021. The Singapore Muslim Women’s Association (PPIS) is partnering
the Singapore Malay Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SMCCI) to launch a structured
programme, focused on developing the capabilities of female microbusiness owners in Singapore.
In recent years, Singapore has witnessed a growing trend in home-based businesses (HBBs). The
onset of the pandemic last year further highlighted this trend, which saw an emergence of HBBs,
especially during the circuit breaker where women and families seek these avenues for additional
income.
In April and May last year, as the circuit breaker measures for operating businesses from home
surfaced, SMCCI saw more than 1,400 HBB owners reaching out for assistance, where the majority
were from the food and beverage industry. As the restrictions were lifted in June, SMCCI observed
there were more entrants into the HBB arena. Many gravitate towards starting their businesses
online due to the increasing trend of buying and selling on the Internet. Starting an online business
from home also allows for lesser costs as they require lower start-up capital and offer flexible working
hours.
However, this increasing trend of HBBs establishes the need for such businesses to be equipped with
the proper knowledge as well as skill sets of business management in ensuring an efficient
entrepreneurial journey. Through the PPIS Microbusiness Foundation Programme (MBFP), SMCCI
and PPIS hope to further develop the capabilities of aspiring women entrepreneurs in a series of
workshops so that they are better versed in crucial business topics and exposed to issues pertinent
to the business community. The programme also serves as an opportunity for successful HBB owners
to give back and provide mentorship, with hope that this will contribute in building a virtuous
ecosystem of successful microbusinesses.
The MBFP is supported by the PPIS Women-In-Need (WIN) Fund, which was established last year to
further enhance support and assistance for women whose families were affected by the
pandemic. Through this programme, PPIS hopes to professionalise HBBs, which are mostly run by
women, and create a support system – all in ensuring that no woman is left behind.
President of SMCCI, Mr Farid Khan, shared, “We have observed that the number of HBB in Singapore
has increased in the past year. It is heartening to know that entrepreneurial spirits were not
dampened despite the pandemic. The Chamber is always ensuring that businesses are equipped with
the right knowledge and skills for efficiency, whatever the business stage.
Hence, the launch of the PPIS MBFP serves as an avenue for the Chamber to focus our efforts to
curate relevant assistance for the microbusiness community, developing their capabilities to ensure
a structured ecosystem in Singapore.”
Hazlina Abdul Halim, President of PPIS, said, “We hope that the PPIS MBFP will encourage more
women to seize the opportunity to live their entrepreneurial dreams, or as a means to better provide
for their families while caring for them from the comfort of their homes.
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As the pioneering Muslim women’s association, PPIS remains committed to support women across
different phases of their lives. This includes when they enter or return to the workforce where they
able to realise their full potential and aspirations, as well as increase financial stability for their
future.”
The MBFP is part of the efforts undertaken by PPIS and SMCCI to uplift and strengthen the
community’s resilience post-pandemic.
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About PPIS
Founded in 1952, PPIS (Persatuan Pemudi Islam Singapura or Singapore Muslim Women’s Association)
is a non-profit organisation focused on services for women, family and children. Our focus is on
working with women of all ages in carrying out their multiple roles in society. PPIS runs three core
community services namely; Family Services, Student Care and Early Childhood Education (ECE).
With 16 centres islandwide, the services work together to provide quality and holistic support as well
as developmental programmes for women and their families across the different phases of their lives.
For more information, please visit: http://www.ppis.sg.
About SMCCI
Established in 1956, Singapore Malay Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SMCCI) is an independent
non-profit organization. As a respected and prominent organisation amongst the Malay-Muslim
community in Singapore, we play an active role in safeguarding the business interests of the
community. The business world of today has proven to be dynamic and highly competitive. Hence, we
advocate our members to strengthen their core competencies while increasing knowledge and
enhancing internal capabilities to achieve growth and success for their businesses.
Together with our subsidiary – SME Centre @ SMCCI – we promote the development of its members
and creates invaluable opportunities for them through conferences, events, networking sessions and
business missions. With strong support from members, business leaders and the Malay-Muslim
community, we strive to remain progressive and a partner of choice for Malay businesses in
Singapore.
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