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_MEDIA RELEASE_     

PPIS holds second ‘Online Conversations on Women Development’ to tackle challenges impacting 
Muslim women in employment  

Saturday, 28 August 2021. The Singapore Muslim Women’s Association (PPIS) held its second ‘Online 
Conversations on Women Development’ (OCWD) with Guest-of-Honour, Ms Rahayu Mahzam, 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Communications and Information & Ministry of Health today. 
Organised by the Research and Engagement Department (RED), this event is part of PPIS' engagement 
efforts to curate insights into the needs and aspirations of contemporary Muslim women. 

Based on the recent Singapore Census of Population 2020, the proportion of resident married couples 
with working wives, as well as those where both spouses have equal qualifications, has increased 
over the past ten years from 47.1% in 2010 to 52.5% in 2020. Malay households also registered the 
highest growth in median household income from work per household member from $1,043 in 2010 
to $1,594 in 2020. As we welcome the marked progress of the Malay/Muslim community, we need 
to continue in our efforts to ensure the workplace is a conducive one, especially for women in their 
prime working years who aspire to contribute to the household income.  

Today’s OCWD discussed ‘Women and Employment’, focusing on the challenges impacting Muslim 
women in employment, as well as the future of work for Muslim women. PPIS believes it is important 
to galvanise the community to co-create proposed solutions and strengthen the ecosystem of 
support for our Muslim women to mitigate these challenges.  

Mdm Hazlina Abdul Halim, President of PPIS also announced that PPIS will conduct Focus Group 
Discussions (FGDs), to understand the awareness, attitudes, and perceptions towards employment 
and related support for Muslim women.    

“We look forward to sharing the findings and recommendations with you so the workplace can be a 
better one for women. The findings will also guide PPIS in fine tuning our programmes and services 
to better support women who are (i) entering the workforce, (ii) currently in the workforce as well as 
(iii) re-entering the workforce,” said Mdm Hazlina.  

PPIS will also be conducting another FGD for a new initiative, the PPIS Women Space i.e. a one-stop 
support centre for women’s career, legal, and wellness needs, as well as a resource centre for women 
to gain access to information, assistance and referral. 

Mdm Hazlina added, “PPIS Women Space is a safe one for women to convene, connect and co-create 
initiatives to uplift one another, in the quest to become better versions of ourselves.” 

In her remarks, Guest-of-Honour, Ms Rahayu Mahzam, said: “The Malay/Muslim community must be 
prepared to embrace the future of work through building the skillsets that will be in demand. Building 
competencies in growth industries will be key for women in the community to remain employable 
and future-ready to seize the vast opportunities available from Singapore’s position as a global hub 
for innovation and technology.” 
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PPIS is also a partner of the Focus Area 4 (FA4) Taskforce on ‘Employment and Employability’ under 
M3, which aims to enhance the capability of the workforce through skills upgrading and lifelong 
learning initiatives, thereby strengthening their resilience and ensuring their employability in the 
future.  

As the pioneering Muslim women’s association in Singapore, PPIS is fully committed to supporting 
women across multiple roles, especially in harmonising the differing roles in public and private 
domains, to facilitate women's development and success in both spheres. PPIS looks forward to being 
a part of future efforts for the betterment of women and to bring about effective change to address 
the multi-faceted concerns Muslim women may face. 
 

-End- 
 

 
Guest-of-Honour:  
Ms Rahayu Mahzam,  
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Communications and Information & Ministry of Health 
 
Event Details: 
Date: Saturday, 28 August 2021 
Time: 2pm – 4pm 
Mode of Event: Zoom    
The event was held in English.  
 
For media inquiries, please contact: 
Khairunnisa Nabilah (Corporate Communications) 
O: 6744 0258 
M: 9144 7476 
E: khairunnisa.nabilah@ppis.sg 
 
About PPIS 
Founded in 1952, PPIS (Persatuan Pemudi Islam Singapura or Singapore Muslim Women’s Association) 
is a non-profit organisation focused on services for women, family and children. Our focus is on 
working with women of all ages in carrying out their multiple roles in society. PPIS runs three core 
community services namely; Family Services, Student Care and Early Childhood Education (ECE). With 
16 centres islandwide, the services work together to provide quality and holistic support as well as 
developmental programmes for women and their families across the different phases of their lives. 
 
About Research & Engagement Department (RED) 
As the pioneering Muslim women’s (MW) association, PPIS recognises the need to be a source of 
support to MW in an ever-changing social landscape. RED aims to represent MW’s voice and advance 
aspirations. The focus areas of the department are research and engagement. Our objective is to 
undertake research efforts on MW’s matters. The research is to help PPIS understand MW better and 
provide evidential data to represent MW to other communities as well as offer recommendations on 
topics that affect MW.  
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RED’s goal is to engage different parties on emerging and challenging subjects confronting MW. 
Through evidence-informed education programmes and public awareness, we endeavour to develop 
the community’s knowledge base. RED aspires to involve PPIS members in building internal and 
external social capital through their wealth of experience, knowledge and skills. 
 
For more information, please visit: https://ppis.sg/. 


