MEDIA RELEASE_
PPIS Harmony Raya 2022 – Celebrating Successes of Women for Women
Saturday, 21st May 2022. As part of the ongoing Eid festivities, the Singapore Muslim Women’s
Association (PPIS) held its annual Harmony Raya celebration earlier today. Officiated by
Parliamentary Secretary for the Ministry of Communications and Information, and Ministry of Health,
Mdm Rahayu Mahzam, the physical event saw a gathering of about 50 women representatives and
community leaders from various secular and faith-based organisations in this interfaith Hari Raya gettogether.
Earlier in March, PPIS Research and Engagement Department (RED) released the Aspirations of
Singapore Muslim Women Research (AMWR), underscoring the importance of supporting Muslim
women to achieve excellence in both their personal and professional lives by deconstructing gender
and cultural stereotypes. In discourses on Women in Islam, it is common for stereotypical terms to
be used to describe Muslim Women, many of which are rooted in cultural practices.
Hence, this year’s aptly themed Harmony Raya “The Legacy of Historical Women in Islam”, centred
on demystifying some societal misconceptions, while concurrently providing a safe space for
participants to learn more about women in Islam via historical narratives and its relevance to today’s
modern, progressive society.
The keynote speech was delivered by Dr Basma Abdelgafar, Vice President of Maqasid Institute, who
attended the event virtually. In her keynote address, she spoke on the historical women found in the
Quran and their contributions to the society, and how these women have played significant roles in
establishing and contributing to the advancement of Islamic society, and how they serve as role
models for the modern Muslim women.
Part of the day’s programme also entailed a panel discussion among multi-faith speakers sharing on
their respective faith’s historical women role models, challenges in navigating religious values and
practices in today’s modern context, and how we can collaborate as a diverse yet cohesive, interfaith
community to overcome these challenges. The panellists were Dr Phyllis Chew, Reverend Dr Maggie
Low, and Dr Tuty Raihanah Mostarom1. (Please see Annex B for Quotes from Panellists)
“Efforts to promote Singapore women’s development goes beyond policies and regulations. There is
a need for a mindset shift and to re-educate the community on gender roles and shared
responsibilities. A whole-of-society effort is required for this important mindset shift and community
partners play a huge role in this. There are diverse range of women in different industries, at different
life-stages with different aspirations. There is no one-size fits all programme,” said Mdm Rahayu
Mahzam, Parliamentary Secretary for the Ministry of Communications and Information, and Ministry
of Health
Mdm Hazlina Abdul Halim, PPIS President added, “Our faiths should not weigh us down or separate
us but instead, lift us to attain our aspirations and unite us. Women cannot and must not be alone in
our journey of growth and development. PPIS is committed to galvanising resources and forging
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partnerships to form a strong ecosystem of support for women. Together, we can move forward as
one Singapore.”
The process of challenging stereotypical narratives, reframing biased perceptions or social
expectations, as well as collectively advancing women requires a whole-of-society effort. Through
raising public awareness and constructive discourse, PPIS hopes to recognise, celebrate and empower
women across all faiths and communities.

Event Details:
Date: Saturday, 21 May 2022
Time: 10.30am – 1.30pm
Venue: Ballroom I, Furama City Centre, 60 Eu Tong Sen St, Singapore 059804
Language: English

For media inquiries, please contact:
Nur Hidayah Abidin (Corporate Communications)
O: 6744 0258
M: 9144 7476
E: nurhidayah.abidin@ppis.sg
About PPIS
Founded in 1952, PPIS (Persatuan Pemudi Islam Singapura or Singapore Muslim Women’s Association)
is a social service organisation focused on services for women, family and children. Our focus is on
working with women of all ages in carrying out their multiple roles in society. PPIS runs three core
community services namely; Family Services, Student Care and Early Childhood Education (ECE).
With 17 centres islandwide, the services work together to provide quality and holistic support as well
as developmental programmes for women and their families across the different phases of their lives.
For more information, please visit: https://ppis.sg/
About PPIS Research and Engagement Department (RED)
As a pioneering Muslim women’s (MW) organisation, PPIS recognises the need to be a source of
support to MW in an ever-changing social landscape. RED aims to represent MW’s voice and advance
aspirations. The focus areas of the department are research and engagement. Our objective is to
undertake research efforts on MW’s matters. The research is to help PPIS understand MW better and
provide evidential data to represent MW to other communities as well as offer recommendations on
topics that affect MW.
RED’s goal is to engage different parties on emerging and challenging subjects confronting MW.
Through evidence-informed education programmes and public awareness, we endeavour to develop
the community’s knowledge base. R.E.D aspires to involve PPIS members in building internal and
external social capital through their wealth of experience, knowledge and skills.
For more information, please visit: https://ppis.sg/red.
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[ANNEX A]: PROFILES OF KEYNOTE & MULTI-FAITH SPEAKERS

Dr Basma Abdelgafar
Vice President
Maqasid Institute

Dr Basma Abdelgafar is the Vice President of Maqasid Institute and Professor
of Public Policy. She consults and provides training internationally on policy,
governance and Muslim affairs. She has worked in the Canadian federal
government, academia and the third sector. She has contributed to the
development of graduate studies in public policy at the American University in
Cairo, Qatar Foundation and the International Peace College of South Africa.
She was founding head of the Public Policy in Islam Masters Programme at the
Qatar Faculty of Islamic Studies, Hamad Bin Khalifa University. She has a keen
interest in research and teaching in public policy and governance in Islam as
well as in Muslim history, thought, institutions and communities.

Dr Phyllis Chew is the Vice-Chairperson of the Centre for Interfaith Understanding,
who was a tenured professor at Nanyang Technological University until her
retirement in December 2019. While she has published extensively on a wide
variety of topics, those that define her academically are in the field of English as an
international language, gender studies and comparative religion. She has sat on
various NGO boards including past president of the English Language and Literature
Association of Singapore, the Association of Women for Action and Research, the
University Women’s Association and past Director of the United Nations’
Association of Singapore. She is also a member of the Baha’i Faith.
Dr Phyllis Chew
Vice-Chairperson
Centre for Interfaith
Understanding

Dr Chew is the author of several books, including
 Emergent Lingua Francas (New York: Routledge 2010)
 Early Identities: A sociolinguistic history of Singapore (London: Palgravemacmillan 2013)
 Muslim Education in the 21st century (London: Routledge 2018)
Reverend Dr. Maggie Low, is a faculty member of Trinity Theological College.
She is also an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church of Singapore. Dr
Low has a law degree from the National University of Singapore, a Master of
Divinity from Trinity Theological College, a Master of Theology from Princeton
Theological Seminary, and a PhD in the Old Testament from Union Theological
Seminary, in Richmond, USA. She has been a pastor for 11 years and has been
teaching at Trinity Theological College for 13 years. She is married and a mother
of 2 adult children.

Reverend Dr Maggie Low
Faculty Member
Trinity Theological College
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Dr Tuty is a curriculum developer and lecturer for the Postgraduate Certificate
in Islam in Contemporary Societies (PCICS) run by Muis Academy. She
completed her PhD at King’s College London’s department of Theology and
Religious Studies in 2018 and her Masters in International Relations at RSIS in
NTU and has since taught modules on Islam and society in Singapore and in
Southeast Asia, as well as religiously motivated violence in the region.

Dr Tuty Raihanah Mostarom,
Curriculum Developer and
Lecturer for the Postgraduate
Certificate in Islam in
Contemporary Societies
(PCICS), Muis Academy.

She has spoken at multiple conferences and seminars locally and
internationally, and taught in various institutions Singapore, London and
France, including at King's College London, Sciences Po Paris and the French
Institute for International and Strategic Affairs (IRIS).
She has also written multiple opinion pieces and commentaries, and coauthored “A Decade of Combating Radical Ideology: Learning from the
Singapore Experience (2001-2010)” during her time at the International Centre
for Political Violence and Terrorism Research, RSIS.
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[ANNEX B]: QUOTES FROM PANELLISTS

“Throughout history, both ordinary and extraordinary women have played important roles for
the good of all. Women are equal partners to men and it is this partnership that’s important.”
- Reverend Dr Maggie Low, Faculty Member, Trinity Theological College
“The world is one country and mankind is its citizens. All religions teach you love, respect and
loyalty and women are the first educators as mothers.”
- Dr Phyllis Chew, Vice-Chairperson, Centre for Interfaith Understanding
“The typical narrative for a woman in religion is that we are often oppressed and subjugated.
We must fight societal norms, be an ambassador and embrace social media to change
mindsets. We empower women, and we make this the social norm.”
- Dr Tuty Raihanah Mostarom, Curriculum Developer and Lecturer for the Postgraduate
Certificate in Islam in Contemporary Societies (PCICS), Muis Academy
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