_MEDIA RELEASE_
Rise Above Halfway House Meets Its Neighbours
Saturday, 23 April 2022. As part of its community engagement efforts before officially moving into
the site, PPIS (Singapore Muslim Women’s Association) conducted door-to-door house visits to
introduce Rise Above Halfway House (Rise Above) to its neighbours; the nearby residents of St
George’s Lane.
Having established an ecosystem of social, emotional and financial support to multi-stressed families
(including former offenders) through our Family Service Centres, PPIS’s newest centre – ‘Rise Above’
– is an extension of our suite of community services to better meet the needs of women and their
families. The upgrading works for Rise Above commenced in April 2022 and the first, secular allwomen, residential halfway house is expected to receive its maiden batch of 30 residents in the second
half of 2022.
As the house visits were conducted just a week before Eid, Rise Above took the opportunity to extend
some festive cheer to its neighbours by gifting them with specially-designed bottles of cookies,
sponsored by Yellow Ribbon Singapore. Adviser to Jalan Besar GRC GROs, Dr Wan Rizal Wan Zakariah
also joined PPIS President, Mdm Hazlina Halim and Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Mdm Tuminah
Sapawi, to raise awareness of Rise Above and they visited about 60 residential units at Blk 3 St
George’s Road.
Dr Wan Rizal shared, “When we visited the houses, the residents were keen to know what the
neighbouring building would be used for, and they were also supportive of the activities and
programmes that the halfway house would be doing.”
PPIS President, Mdm Hazlina Halim said, “We, at PPIS and our community partners are all here to lend
a helping hand and form a supportive ecosystem to facilitate the reintegration of the residents of Rise
Above so they could rebuild their lives, return to their families, and foster stronger ties with their
families and the community. Uplifting our residents and supporting them as well as their families to
become more resilient, requires collective and collaborative effort. So far, the responses we have
received from our new neighbours have been very encouraging, and we hope for the community’s
continued support on our journey to help these women rise above their life challenges.”
Through this initiative and subsequent future collaborations, PPIS hopes that Rise Above could build
a community of care together with its closest neighbours, partners and stakeholders. PPIS will also
continue to deepen strategic partnerships and collaborations with relevant agencies and community
partners to create more safe spaces and bridge across all communities in Singapore, towards building
a fair and inclusive society. Consequently, we hope to strengthen our position as an organisation that
supports and advocate for women, families and children, regardless of their backgrounds.
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For media inquiries, please contact:
Nur Hidayah Abidin (Corporate Communications)
O: 6744 0258
M: 9144 7476
E: nurhidayah.abidin@ppis.sg
About PPIS
Founded in 1952, PPIS (Persatuan Pemudi Islam Singapura or Singapore Muslim Women’s Association)
is a non-profit organisation focused on services for women, family and children. Our focus is on
working with women of all ages in carrying out their multiple roles in society. PPIS runs three core
community services, namely; Family Services, Student Care and Early Childhood Education (ECE).
With 17 centres islandwide, islandwide including the upcoming Halfway House, the services work
together to provide quality and holistic support as well as developmental programmes for women and
their families across the different phases of their lives.
For more information, please visit: https://ppis.sg/.
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